I MIN 


-0 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H - 3339 


International Court of Justice 





| mm 


pr i2] br Ehe 





MN 


I hereby certify that the annexe een Ze 
No. USA - IA is a photostat of an original 
document submitted in evidence by the United States 
Prosecution under this number, The original document 
has been withärawn in accordance with Rule 10 of 
the International Military Tribunal, and to the 


best of my knowledge and belief is to be helä at 


tne National Archives, Washington D.S. 


AH fe 


PAUL A. JOOSTEN 


General Secretary 
International Wilitary 
Tribunal 





H3339 - 0004 


Unmittelbar nach der Machtergreifung hielt sich Hitler 
noch einige Monate an das Prinzip der Legalitaet, Auch 
äle SA, die Kampftruppe der NSDAP, hielt in dieser Zeit- 


'spanne strenge Disziplin, zumal die Kommunisten Zusam- 


menstoessen aus dem Wege ging. Nach dem Reichstagsbrand 
und nachdem der neugewaehlte Reichstag äurch das Er- 
maechtigungsgesetz Hitler die alleinige vollziehende 
Gewalt uebertragen hatt, legte sich die 5A keine Be- 


schraenkungen mehr auf. 


dem Verbot der Partelen insbesondere 
de)uhibbeh E- ’ Pa Hitler den Befehl zur 
Festnahme der fushrenäen Kommunisten gegeben. Diesen 
unisten sollte der Prozess wegen Hochverrats ge- 
werden. Die Polizei kam aber nicht dazu, diese 
ufuehren, denn die SA war Im ganzen 
Sie setzte nicht nur 
mmunisten fest, sondern sie schleppte auch weit 


Krelö"irineug Apgahaerise der 5Solzialdemokar- 
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hen, Demokratischen ünä Zentrumspartei in die Gefaeng- 
sse, Auch Tausende von harmlösen Kommunisten. wurden 
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‚ftet. Als’ Ale Porizei.itle ‚arrestierten nach kurzen 
sing dle SA dazu ueber, 
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hrer Freiheit befaubt 


viele iellen nr Polizel'versteöokt. Es ent- 


Standen damals enkeller", die geheimen Keller. 
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sefangenen wurden in vielen 
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kuerliche Bahanttung ’erhaftung des 
ile Verantwortung äle SA-Fuehrer, 


zu .Aissen Handlungen verleiteten. 
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Before me, the undersigned authority, on this Zlst day of October 
1945, personally appeared KUDOLF DIELS known to me, who on oath stated 
that he had written and carefully read the foregoing four pages signed by 


him and that the matters anä facts therein stated are true and correct, 


ROBERT G. STEPHENS, /IR, 
Major, Infentry 
U, SS, Aray 
Office of T,S, hisfof Counsel 
Dos, 
UV 
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Immediately after the seizure of power, for several months Hitler stuc 
to the principle of legality, Also the SA, the fiehting troop of the NSIuP, 
retained striet discipline in tlis sman of vime. although collisions with the 
Communists were s thing of the pasi. Alter iho Reichstag fire and after the 
newly eleoted Reichstag had handed over ihe sole and complete power to Hitler 
in the enabling act, the SA no longer recognized eny limitations, 


In conjunction with the prohibition of psrtics, especially of the 
Communist Party, Hitler gave thc comennd for the arrest of leading Communists; 
cases should be made rgeinst these Commurists for high treason. The police, 
however, did not succeed in errrying out tieso arrests, for the SA in tho whole 
country had gotten ahead of the poiice, It nat only arrested these Communists 
but also, far and beyond this cirels, dragzed members of the Socirl Den Ey c, 
the Democrotice and Central Parties into prison, als) thousands of hermless 
Conmunists were arrested, When the volice dismissed thuse errested £ ee 
short interrogation, the Si went so far as to erect their own prisons nnd 
concentration comps. When the police procceded against these arrests nf the 
SA and lifted them by force in meny cesces, thuse who were let out were again 
robbed of their liberty by the SA and in many cases were hidden from täe 
police, At this time there originated the "Heldenkeller", the secret dun- 
geons of the Sa, The prisoners were mistrerted in many cascs by whippinzs, 

a few were killed, The conduct »f the SA forced the police in neny cases to 
take the persons into protective custdy (Schutzhaft). In doing this there 

was no pretense of an arbitrrery deprivntion of liberty. But in the grürtest 
quantity of tho crses these mersures served as a personal pratectinn for the 
person aggrieved ngeinst the excessos nf the SA, During these revalutinnnry 


months the Si londers were mare pwerful than the Geu leaders, They »lsn rc- 


fused obedience tn Gocring who ettenpted to crente order and rs lender of tho 
police procecdei ageinst excesses rnd nistrertnents, For the arbitrrry nr 
rests of the ycar 1933 the SA Fuchrers, whn misled their SA men int» this 
busin@ss, are responsible, 


The arbitrrery arrests by the SA lessened in nunber toward the end of the 
year 1933 because the police were able t) carry on uere strongly and bocruse 
the SA itself hei atnitted many Communists, Social Democerrts, anä Demnaernts 
into its ranks, 


In the cnurse nf the year 1933 the pnlitical police hri more t9 40 with 
the excesses of tho SA then with the fizhting of Communists, I con nnne 
numerous persans who es nerbers nf the political police at that time cen 
tostify to this, Becruse of their oppasition t> the SA, these persons were 
Aischarzed frın their nffices when Heylrich and Hinzler took over the Prussirn 
police, 


The political police of Prussin in Jnnunry 1934 lnid before Hitler 2 
nemorrndun nbout the excesses nf the SA in the N 1933 with the proposrl 
that n case be male :gainst the SA Fuchrers nened therein, Hitler Aid not 
do that but charzed Eimnler, whn had been enployed as chief of the police by 
Goerinz, t> kill those SA Fuehrers without leyal procedure. That öccurreä :n 
the 30th of June 1934, 
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Because unny penple hnA been arbitrrrily olrce? in prisons anti enn- 
centrntion onnps by the pnst nets Hf the SA, the Prussien political police 
at that’time, which still hei nm natiomni ‚neinlis4 zerb ont nothin«: in 10 
with the SS, urgeil ness Aischarges. ie? Ian nezsdtirtions Hitıor AecinNei 
in Docenber 1933 tn decree an nrmesty for cuch persons who cmul not be 
prosecutei for hish treasan, From rbout 30,000 persons around 25,000 ware 
Aischrrgei, From nbout 30 cnncentr: tion crmps, 89 far es I remember, 2 re- 
mrined - (Oranienburz und Payenburg). 


(siznei) R, DIELS 


Before ne, the untersisned authority, on this 3lst Aay of Octuber, 1945, 
persanally a>yenred RUDOLF DIELS known t> ne, wio on onth steted that he hri 
written and carefully real the forezcinsg four pages signed by him ani that 
the mrtters nnd facts therein st-tedl are trus and correct, 


(signed) Robert G, Stephens, Jr, 
ROBERT G, STEPHENS, JE, 
Major, Infantry 
U. 35 Amy 
Office of U,S, Chief of Counsel 
Nurnber;, Germany 
RGS Jr. 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OFT DOCUMENT NO. 2472-P5 


3 Novenber 1945 


I, WILLIAM G, REITZER, Zni Lt,, TA, 0-1185952, hereby certify that 
I an tharoushly eynversant with the English end German len;uagos; and that 
the abnve is r true and correct trensl-tion ‚f Document 2472-P35, 


WILLIAM G. REITZER 
ni Lt,, FA 
0-1185952 
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